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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

22 May 2025

Our Annual Meeting was held at The Bass River Rod & Gun Club in person & Zoom on May 22, 2025

There was a quorum - 8 out of 14 organizations present or by Zoom.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence - Mr. Al Bonney, one of the original founders of the Massachusetts State Council and former president.

Minutes -  A motion was Made & Seconded to accept the April minutes as written.

Treasurer's Report –  A Motion was Made & Seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report as read by the Treasurer.

Bills and Debts: No bills.

Correspondence: Handouts included the normal Membership Booklet updates with the new calendar of meetings scheduled for the 2025/2026 season. The handouts for the organizations not in attendance will be mailed out to them at a later date. 

Distinguished Guests –   No guests for this meeting!
Committees: 

MassWildlife -Jason Zimmer was not present but did send some quick notes to be read & supplied the following report:

MassWildlife Southeast District Report – May 2025  

· Spring Trout Stocking: Trout stocking for the spring season has been completed, with the exception of one additional load of surplus 14+” rainbows from our McLaughlin Hatchery that will be put out in a few ponds just after Memorial Day. The season went very well, with no truck issues and a lot of positive feedback from anglers. 
·  Camp Edwards Controlled Turkey Hunts: I reported on the youth day last month (1 tom taken) but wanted to provide an update on the regular spring hunt and the one-day new adult turkey hunter mentored hunt. The regular spring hunt was extremely successful, with 24 birds taken (18 toms & 6 jakes) and the mentor hunt, which was held for the first time ever last season, was also great, with two of the 8 participants harvesting their first birds ever (one hunter doubled up!). All the participants heard and saw birds and were treated to a cookout lunch followed by a turkey processing demonstration. 
·  Our prescribed fire program has been active so far this spring, having completed several burns at our Frances A. Crane WMA and two burns at our Mashpee Pine Barrens WMA. You may have also seen/heard about the prescribed fire that turned into an escape fire at Camp Edwards. MassWildlife staff were not involved with that burn. However, we heard that the response by Camp Edwards personnel, DCR, and multiple municipal fire departments to mobilize and contain the escaped fire was excellent. The habitat effects from the fire should be very good. 
·  Mill Brook Bogs Restoration Project Update: Construction for Phase 1 of this project started this week and will continue through October. The southern third of the WMA has been closed to the public and will remain that way through the completion of the project. We are also working on a study on spotted turtles on the WMA, monitoring a sample of turtles with radiotelemetry to determine how they respond to construction.  
· Waterfowl Regulation Update: The proposed 2025-26 migratory bird regulations were approved as presented at a special public hearing on April 29. You can view the regulations here: https://www.mass.gov/doc/draft-dfw-2025-2026-migratory-bird hunting-regulations/download
·  Black Bear Regulation Update: The proposed black bear hunting regulation changes were approved by the Board as presented here: https://www.mass.gov/doc/draft-dfw bear-hunting-regulations-321-cmr-3-02-1/download 
·  New MassFishHunt: As many of you may have noticed, MassWildlife’s online licensing system, called MassFishHunt, was officially transitioned to our new vendor, Brandt, on Wednesday, May 7th. The transition was amazingly smooth, with very few minor issues being identified. Of course, with any transition, and despite countless hours of testing and retesting, there were a few glitches, but our staff worked with Brandt to get them taken care of very quickly. The new system is much more straightforward for our customers to use and navigate once they have logged in and claimed their account for the first time. One thing that is new is that all transactions with State government are being handled through a central system known as MyMassGov, and every person wishing to do any sort of online transaction with the State will need to create a MyMassGov account. Detailed information on how to log in for the first time and complete transactions can be found here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/how-to use-massfishhunt 
·  The diamondback terrapin research project we started last year in the district is back up and running again. In addition to the two seasonal staff/students, we have also taken on an undergraduate intern from the University of Maine to assist with the project. Anglers and kayakers who spend time in the Weweantic, Agawam, and Wareham Rivers, and associated estuaries may notice buoys associated with the project. The buoys mark the location of acoustic receivers that can detect tagged turtles as they move through the habitat.
·  We have continued to monitor the fish ladder at Red Brook WMA into White Island Pond and the run has continued to be fairly sporadic; however, we had a few days when a lot of fish pushed through into the pond. 
·  We have been getting calls from the public about fawns for a couple weeks now. Fawns are born in late May and early June. If you find a fawn, leave it alone. The animal may be motionless and seem vulnerable, but this is the normal behavior. Even if you see a fawn alone for several days, please leave it alone. The mother is probably feeding or bedded nearby. Does (female deer) visit their fawns to nurse very infrequently, a behavior that helps fawns avoid detection by predators. It is not uncommon for fawns to be left alone for 6-8 hours at a time. Young fawns are usually quite safe when left alone because their color pattern and lack of scent help them remain undetected. 
Upcoming events/meetings:  

· May 23: Fisheries and Wildlife Board Meeting, Online – A special business meeting of the Fisheries and Wildlife Board will be held at 10:00 a.m. in a Zoom video webinar. Click here to join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device with Passcode: 542345. Or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 with Webinar ID: 819 5773 6893 and Passcode: 542345. 
·  May 29: Coexisting with Black Bears in Central Massachusetts, Virtual – Join this webinar to learn about black bear biology, population management, and how communities in central Massachusetts can take effective steps to coexist with black bears. The program will begin at 7 p.m. and will be presented by MassWildlife's Black Bear and Furbearer Biologist, Dave Wattles. Registration is required; click here to register. Email meghan.crawford@mass.gov for more information. 
·  June 14: Birds, Bees, and Wildflowers Walk, East Falmouth – Get fired up and ready to grow! Join MassWildlife for a 1.5-mile guided walk through the Frances Crane WMA and learn about the many fire-adapted birds, native pollinators, wildlife, and wildflowers that make their home in this amazing grassland. The walk will take place from 9 – 11 a.m. (weather permitting). Birders of all experience levels are welcome, and registration is required; click here to register. Email meghan.crawford@mass.gov for more information. 
·  June 18: Fisheries and Wildlife Board Meeting, Westborough and Online – The June monthly business meeting of the Fisheries and Wildlife Board will be held at 1:00 p.m. at the MassWildlife Field Headquarters, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough. Interested persons can attend the meeting either in person or via a Zoom video webinar. Click here to join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device with Passcode: 060655. Or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 with Webinar ID: 813 6562 8609 and Passcode: 060655. 

Questions: 

Tom Jay: Asked about the burning over the Wood Cock Nesting Areas at the Crain WMA. Jason indicated he didn’t think it was a problem; Tom indicated he would mark up a map for him. Tom also asked about the stocking of quail at the Old Sandwich Game Farm. Jason indicated that they were considering it.

Charlie Lewis: Asked if he knew about the catfish dying in Hamlin Pond. Jason indicated he was aware and he felt it was a common occurrence. Charlie also asked about the mess the new bike path was making & the amount of hunting land we would be losing. Jason didn’t know it was that bad, and he would be checking on it.

President Veloza: Asked if he had heard anything from the Seashore about stocking quail. Jason indicated he had not heard a word from anyone. Mike also asked for an update on anything at Camp Cachalot. Jason indicated once again he had not heard anything but said he would be checking.   

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor,
Southeast Wildlife District

Mass Marine Fisheries - Ross K. Kessler was present and did send this report.

Plymouth & Barnstable County League of Sportsmen Spring 2025
Any questions or comments regarding the Division of Marine Fisheries? Please bring them to my attention at: ross.kessler@mass.gov
Subscribe to DMF advisories and updates:

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MADMF/subscriber/new
Public Access: 
DMF personnel are still working with the Trustees of Reservations on Martha’s Vineyard as a liaison supporting fishing rights on Chappaquiddick.  
-Somerset, Slades Ferry - This project is currently on hold until we can establish a timeline with DOT.  We will either build in the original location or off the abutment of the retired Brightman St Bridge.   

-Small Grant will be published soon. Grant applications will close prior to July and be awarded early in the next fiscal year. Projects will have two years for completion and an increase of a full year. I am asking all clubs, NGOs, and municipalities to approach me at DMF with good projects in the $25,000 or less range that can aid in providing access to saltwater fishing.

 
Saltwater Fishing Derby is now the Commissioners Cup. Fish can now be self-verified and submitted digitally. We are hoping for more participation, especially from our youth anglers. 

Right Whales:

Cape Cod Bay currently has a very large aggregation of right whales in Cape Cod Bay.  Speed restrictions and gear exclusions are currently in place. Full notice here.
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Whale Actions from prior report:

DMF is expanding the scope of right whale conservation efforts conducted under our Protected Species Program and increasing staffing to meet those needs. Work is possible through an annual Congressional appropriation provided to the states.  DMF is using these funds to:

· Expand our right whale aerial survey coverage

· Implement a passive acoustic monitoring network for right whales in Massachusetts state waters including: 

· Archival and real-time detection coverage 

· Aiding fishermen to comply with Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan regulations 

· Gear marking 

· Weak rope 

· Conducting on-demand gear research (ropeless fishing)

· Economic impact modeling and gear density study. 
Diadromous

All runs are slow to date, including alewives, elvers, and smelt. It is colder than usual, but numbers are lower than they should be, even with this cold considered. 

Shellfish:

Cohasset is suing DMF for allowing aquaculture in Briggs Harbor in Scituate.  

Floating aquaculture gear is coming under scrutiny as these cages become resting places for seabirds that defecate on them. The fear is that this activity allows for high bacterial counts in shellfish growing areas.  

Aquaculturists are asking for the ability to trap blue crabs on shellfish grants, as they graze on oysters up to 3” in length. Currently, unattended traps are illegal, as diamondback terrapins get trapped and suffocate in these traps.

PSP  (paralytic shellfish poisoning from the plankton Alexandrium) is present in Pleasant Bay. It has also been detected in Robert’s Cove and Salt Pond. 

New methods are being devised to measure fecal coliform levels in situ, as opposed to using test tubes or agar medium. This method shows fluorescence in the water.  

Sportfish:

DMF is working on a tagging and monitoring project for black sea bass in Buzzards Bay, similar to the striped bass array that was utilized three years ago.

Bonito and False Albacore Rules
Massachusetts has new regulations for false albacore and Atlantic bonito. The Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) has established a 16-inch fork length minimum size and a five-fish per person possession limit—applicable to both species combined–for the 2025 season.

Atlantic bonito are popular with anglers and are considered excellent eating. False albacore are not widely regarded as an edible fish. 

The regulations apply broadly to recreational anglers and commercial anglers. However, two commercial sectors are exempt: weir fishers and those using mechanized mackerel jigs. These exemptions reflect the historical bycatch nature of false albacore and bonito in these fisheries, where sorting and releasing live fish would be logistically difficult and potentially harmful.

The minimum size of 16 inches corresponds with the estimated length at which both false albacore and Atlantic bonito reach maturity. The five-fish possession limit is designed to reflect current recreational harvest levels, ensuring the vast majority of anglers will not be affected while still limiting the potential for overfishing or the expansion of new, targeted commercial efforts.

New Striped bass measuring rule

The Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) has updated how anglers must measure striped bass to ensure compliance with recreational slot limits. Specifically, anglers must pinch the upper and lower lobes of the tail together to determine the "total length" of the fish, which is the official measurement used for regulations. This change ensures that fish are measured accurately and that anglers understand the proper measurement for retaining or releasing striped bass. 

What This Means for Anglers:

· Total Length Measurement:
To legally retain a striped bass, the fish must be measured from the tip of the snout to the tip of the tail, with the mouth closed and the tail lobes pinched together. 

· 28-31 Inch Slot Limit:
In Massachusetts, recreational anglers can only keep one striped bass per day that falls within the 28–31-inch slot limit. This means that fish under 28 inches or 31 inches and larger must be released. 

 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard
New Bedford MA 02744
ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Mass. EPO’s– Sgt Daniel McGonagle Did Attend & Gave The Following Rport:

Massachusetts Enviromental Police (MEP) 24 Hour Dispatch (800) 632-8075

1. Chris Mason continues to fill the position of Colonel/ Director.

2. MEP continues the hiring process for only one new officer. The position of EPO A/B (Entry officer position) was exempt from the Governor’s hiring freeze. 

3.  Cape Cod Bay (CCB) was opened to lobster fishing on May 14th with the seasonal speed restriction of 10 knots ending as well. According to observations and research, the North Atlantic Right Whales (NARW) have left the bay. 

4. Striped bass are already being caught on the Cape with undersized and oversized violations already being documented. Citations have been issued. 
a. For reference 322CMR6.07 or full regulations 322 CMR 6 
i. Commercial Fishing June 16th - September 30th Tuesday & Wednesday. No fish under 35”. Boat permit, 15 fish. Rod & Reel 2 fish. 

ii. Recreational fishing, one fish per day, 28” - 31”  

5. Officers throughout the Cape have received multiple complaints about illegal OHV activity. Active patrols of high-activity areas to combat violations. Recent number of complaints involving electric dirt bikes and e-bikes.

6. Recent violations on the Cape Cod Rail Trail for Class 2 & Class 3 e-bikes; Class 2 & Class 3 bikes can be propelled exclusively by the motor.

a. For reference 302 CMR 12
7. Reminder to all on Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) use: all operators under 18 must have taken an OHV Safety Course, and all OHVs operated in the Commonwealth must be registered. Both of these rules apply on private property as well. 

8. Mandatory Boater Eeducation, Hanson-Milone Act:

A. If you were born after January 1, 1989, you must complete the course by April 1, 2026, with no penalties assessed until September 1, 2026. If you were born on or before January 1, 2028, you’ll have until April 1, 2028, to complete a course.
B. Massachusetts Environmental Police Raise Awareness Campaign for New Boater Education Law | Mass.gov
C. Boating safety course schedule | Mass.gov
D. Upcoming classes in June:  Sandwich
E. Class to be posted (MEP doesn't post classes until they’re about 30 days out): Truro (June), Plymouth, and Chatham (July) 
9. Reminder to all on boat accidents: If a passenger takes a trip to the hospital or vessel damage is more than $500 the accident must be reported to MEP within 5 days, with death or disappearance within 48 hours.  
10. DCR Campgrounds open Nickerson (Brewster), Shawme-Crowell (Sandwich) Horseneck Beach (Westport), Scusset (Bourne), Myles Standish (Plymouth), Wellfleet Hollow (Wellfleet). Summer Day Use fees begin Memoerial Day weekend. Fall River Pool opens on 6/21/25.
Old Business: None

Sgt Daniel McGonagle, M61
Daniel.mcgonagle@mass.gov
Massachusetts Environmental Police
South Coastal Bureau
Cell (857)270-1636

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: 

Mass State Council of Sportsmen -Meeting:

 The last meeting of the MSC was scheduled for May 4th via Zoom: 

Under the Treasures Report: A Motion was made and seconded to drop Hamden County Pass dues; they are trying to rebuild the County League structure. Their present dues of $850 will remain due.

Committee Reports: 

Legislation - House Budget: F&W Commissioner $2.2M, operating budget of $18M, amendments passed: $100K for Trailside Side museum, $318K to F&W budget, F&W Inland Fund be reimbursed, also an amendment to change the statute for this annual reimbursement, Deer population control commission to be formed. Hearings on the watch list are being posted for May 6th. Watch for updates. The CRC is working very hard on the problems from Chapter 135 of the Acts of 2024.
Hunter Ed / Fisheries & Wildlife – The waterfowl regulations passed the hearing on April 29. Watch for updates to be posted at F&W. There is a new vendor for MASSFISHHUNT for 2026. The convenience fee will be increasing to $8-$10. There is a bill to move fishing and boating access to the Commissioner’s Office. A coyote season extension letter was created and sent to the F&W Board. The way F&W counts our one letter as one request to make a change, many more letters will be needed. This method is also affecting the way the change of the black bear season is counted: 20 letters in favor and 70 letters against. It doesn’t matter how many people our organizations represent; they want individual letters.
Ware River Watershed – Not much activity at the meeting on April 17th. Degraded discussion with DCR. The next meeting has not been posted. Some discussions should have been tabled or side-bar and it wasn’t. 

Quabbin Watershed Advisory – Gate 43 was paved from the entrance to the launch. Gate 8 road is being rolled to compress the stone.

Marine Fisheries – Two changes were made to commercial menhaden fishery management. There is an extension of seasonal vessel speed limits within Cape Cod Bay until May 15th. 

Forrest and Parks – Check out the regional program (Boston, Northeast, Southeast, Central, West). The Cape and Northeast is still in a Significant Drought Status. All other areas of the Commonwealth are in a mild drought.

.
Deer/Bear Damage Report: Testimony to hopefilly implement the recent deer season changes for this season was discussed and submitted, and testimony on the upcoming bear season recommendations where also disgused and submitted. The DFW Board is expected to take a vote on the Bear Season change in May.

2025 Annual Supper Raffle: This year's tickets are 1 for $5 & a book of 5 for $15, it will end on June 1, 2025! 

New Business – Should the venue for a banquet be moved east? The venue where Bristol Co. had their banquet (Taunton) is open to hosting us

Good of the order – Tri-County Longbeards Banquet, Foxborough, May 17th
 MBBA Learn to Fish Day, Racepoint Beach, Provincetown June 7th
Next MSC Meeting will be June 1st  Inperson at Centry Sportsman Club Auburn, MA.   This meeting, besides the normal business of the Council, will be the Annual Super Raffle Drawing. Once again, anyone wishing to join may contact President Veloza and he will make arrangements to carpool or just provide directions!

Meeting Adjourned at 11:37AM

DFW Board Meeting: In Westborough Headquarters, May 14th  in person & Zoom 10:00AM, I was unable to attend. Among many other interesting reports & comments, a vote to approve the review and final recommendations on the Beer Season Regulations was taken & approved to extend the season from Labor Day to the end of Deer Season. Also, to establish a Youth Beer Hunting Permit was approved

Mr. Foster gave a tribute to the passing of Mr. Al Bonney of Situate and his impact as a founder and past President of the Mass. Sportsmen’s Council and the Plymouth County League of Sportsmen. 

The next meeting of the DFW Board will be in Westborough Headquaters in person and via Zoom on June 18th. (Once again, anyone wishing to listen in may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!) 

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting May 14th via Zoom:

Finances: Treasures Report Approved as Read.
Shows: Unfortunately, due to timing issues, they were unable to set up any weekends at Cables & Bass Pro to sell raffle tickets in May. A discussion took place, and it was decided to set up a booth at The Marlboro Gun Show on May 17 &18 (this will be the Last Gun Show for the season). At the show on the 18th they would leave early to get to the Somerset Rod & Gun Club to draw the raffle. 

Legislation: Discussed Chapter 135 with Goal Rep & Civil Rights Coalition members about the Bumper Sticker Campaign and the next steps forward, keeping everyone engaged and recruiting votes for 2026 Repel Ballot Question! 

Lobbying Fund: Still accepting donations for any future expenses, so please continue to spread the word. Individual sportspersons can go to the following link and donate by credit card whatever they can, no matter how small or big, as it is all needed.

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer, they can send a check:

Make the check out to the Worcester County League, and in the notes, indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund.

Mail it to: Worcester County League

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA 01583  

MCA Website: https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go there, you will see a calendar that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, the funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list: If you go to the website, you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulations and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep information).

The next meeting of the MCA is on May 28th 8PM by Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee: 

 Still Need Fundraising Ideas to continue to Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $6400 in the fund and spending $1100 for a camper, this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee members working on this; contact them with any of your ideas!! The committee did have a meeting and is looking at a possible fundraising raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More details will follow soon; hopefully, they can get it together.

Camper for the 2025 Season: We are now closed to taking applications for the 2025 Season, but I am happy to report we did receive an applicant from the Canal Sportsmen’s Club. Steve has contacted the camp and worked out the particulars with the individual and their parents. Great Job Steve!! 

Old Business:

 Rabies Program: Charlie Lewis reported that all the rabies baiting for May had been completed.

Clothing: Charlie will be ordering additional clothing items for the next season.

CCNS Pheasant Program: Haven’t heard anything. I am waiting for the dust to settle over the new administration in D.C. before I approach them with anything. Hopefully, the New Dept. Of Interior will be much more cooperative with the sportsmen/women of the U.S 

Chapter 135 Update: John Mawhinney gave us a quick update on the lawsuit that has been filed by the NRA & GOAL concerning the age discrimination of individuals under 21 who are not able to own a semi-automatic firearm. He also spoke briefly about some of the up-coming fund raising campaigns for GOAL & the Civil Rights Coalition. Additionally, a brief description of the April 19th GOAL “Battle Continues Dinner Event” that evening.

Bumper Stickers: Mike indicated we had the two bumper stickers that have been chosen: “CRIMINALS DON’T REGISTER GUNS” & “RESTRICT CRIMINALS NOT US” They each have “Repeal M.G.L 135” on them. The MCA has launched the campaign to get these out and has packs of 50ea at $50 per packet just to cover the cost of printing. We Need To Get Them Out To Our Members And  The Public!!

New Business:

Mass State Council Raffle Tickets: All Ticket Stubs & Money must be back to Stanley tonight so they can be entered in the drawing on June 1st.

Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee announced that its decision was to reelect our present slate of officers. With no additional nominees from the floor, the committee chairperson requested the Secretary to cast one vote for the present slate of officers: President-- Michael Veloza

                                                                     Vice President-- Charles Lewis

                                                                             Secretary-- Stanley Bazycki

                                                                            Treasurer-- Stephen Albright  

   For The Good of the Order: May 31st 2PM,  Falmouth Rod & Gun Club, Craw/Fish Boil $50ea, June 7 & 8, 8AM-4PM, Falmouth Rod & Gun Club Annual Yard Sale, Jume 21st Annual Youth Day, 8AM-3PM, Falmouth Rod & Gun Club. 

Next Meeting: Next Meeting (unless we have an emergency) will be our first meeting of the 2025/2026 season on Sept 25th  at The Cape Cod Fish & Game Club (796 Depot St., Harwich MA 02645)  

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 



