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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

16 November 2023

 Meeting was held at The Cape Cod Beagle Club via in-person and ZOOM on 16 Nov. 2023

There was a quorum-  8 out of 15 organizations present.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence-  

Minute-  Motion was Made & Second to Accept the October Minuets as written.

Treasurer Report – Motion was Made & Second in the absence of the Treasurer to wave the Treasures Report!

Bills and Debts - None at this time! 

Correspondence -  None at this time!

Handouts-   League Membership Up-Dates & 2024 League Dues Invoices for each Member Organization! 

Distinguished Guests –  None at this time!

Committees: 
Mass Wildlife -Jason attended via zoom : 

· Quail vendor has been replaced and all birds delivered, seem a bit tamer but awaiting feedback from field
·  Bear issues in SE MA, Pumpkin the bear killing goats, taken by archery hunter during deer season (dressed out at 268lbs)
·  Camp Edwards deer hunt - youth hunt had 1 violation for shooting over road, deer confiscated
·  Jason and team awarded Manuel Carballo award for Hunter Share the Harvest Program
· Work @ Crane continues, Jason will be monitoring the brush pile issue in the parking lot with one of his 
Cameras

·  State awarded a 2nd America the Beautiful fund of 3.5 million to use towards stream research and coastal salt marsh research
·  Bird stocking final day, Wednesday before Thanksgiving
Questions: Mike asked Jason if there was any further development with the stocking issue at the Seashore? Jason indicated with the new Superintendent coming on board he was going to hold off possibly till after the Holidays to give her a chance to take over! 

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor
Southeast Wildlife District
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
195 Bournedale Road, Buzzards Bay, MA  02532
p: (508) 759-3406 | f: (508) 759-0381
mass.gov/masswildlife | facebook.com/masswildlife
Mass Marine Fisheries- Ross K. Kessler Could Not Attend Due To Family Issues but he was able to  Submitted this  Report at this Time! 

Plymouth & Barnstable County League of Sportsmen

Late Fall 2023 
Public Access: 
· Salem Willows Park Pier – Should be going to construction this early winter:
· All permitting is complete. The Ch 91 permit Order of Conditions arrived approved on September 22.  
· Plans and Tech specs are going through final review. 
· Bid Documents are being prepared. 
· Small Grant- The application process is closed. All proposals were discussed and submitted to our administration for final approvals.  
· Ross Kessler and recently Ben Gahagan have been acting as DMF liaison to the TTOR’s Beach Management Plan on Martha’s Vineyard.  We have been working with TTOR for over a year now and made impacts on the new Beach Management Plan and NOI Filings there.  This is ongoing and has become a long term working group as opposed to being advisory on one project. This group has rendered new language for managing shorebirds and is currently addressing the NOI process in the town of Edgartown.   
· Somerset, Slades Ferry.  DMF signed a Land Management Agreement with the Town of Somerset last winter.  The engineering bid closed but has yet to be awarded.  This project will include a fishing pier, car-top launch, and parking designated to fishing and boating access.  
 
Sport-fish:  
Bass tagging is finished for the year.  DMF oversaw the tagging of striped bass,  tagging numbers were 415 bass tagged over 10 trips.  All trips took place around Monomoy, the Horseshoe, and Chatham. 
 
· ASMFC Public Hearings on Striped Bass Draft Addendum II:
· The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) is seeking public comment on Draft Addendum II to Amendment 7 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass, which considers management measures designed to support stock rebuilding by reducing fishing mortality to the target in 2024. The Atlantic coastal states of Maine through Virginia have scheduled hearings to gather public input, including hearings in Massachusetts on December 5 in Bourne and December 19 in Gloucester. Additionally, if you are unable to participate in these Massachusetts hearings, you are welcome to participate in any of the virtual or hybrid hearings. The full schedule of public hearings, including webinar instructions for virtual meetings, is available on the ASMFC website, under Public Input: https://asmfc.org/about-us/public-input  
· Public hearing locally: Tuesday, December 5 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Massachusetts Maritime Academy Admiral’s Hall 101 Academy Drive Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 
· Notice:  https://www.mass.gov/doc/11923-asmfc-public-hearings-on-striped-bass-draft-addendum-ii/download  
· Full ASMFC Notice:  https://asmfc.org/about-us/public-input  
 
Shellfish 
The MA Shellfish Advisory Panel (SAP) will meet virtually via Zoom on November 20, 2023 at 3PM. All information regarding the meeting, including the agenda, meeting materials, and virtual login information are available on the SAP website; the virtual login information is also provided below. This SAP’s website is also the website of record for this public body’s meeting notices, schedules, and materials, as well as the repository for all past meetings. 
 
As many of you may know regulations governing shellfish have changed in the past few years.  The entire notice and link to Zoom meeting can be found in the following link:  https://www.mass.gov/doc/111523-shellfish-advisory-panel-scheduled-to-meet-virtually-on-november-20/download  
 
This Friday, November 17th,  the Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission is holding its monthly business meeting in the New Bedford facility. The meeting begins at 10:30 am and it's expected to last about two hours. After the business meeting there will be a brief ceremony that entails the David L Belding award being granted posthumously to Mike Hickey the former shellfish program leader who passed away last summer after retiring in 2020.  His family will be in attendance.  The award ceremony will be in the atrium at SMAST East.  Mike Hickey began his service with the Division of Marine Fisheries in 1968.  During his tenure he oversaw the shellfish and Sanitation Program there.  He managed the Division staff and sat on the boards of the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference (ISSC).   
 
The Belding award was created in 1989 to honor individuals who in the opinion of the state Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission have done the most to promote the conservation and sustainable use of the commonwealth’s marine resources, the award is named for Dr. David L. Belding, a distinguished doctor and marine biologist who died in 1972. Other winners of the Belding Award include Ray Cane, John Hughes, Mark Amorello, and Kevin Stokebury. 

 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard
New Bedford MA, 02744
ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: We received the information that Jennifer Flynn was Named the New Superintendent of the Cape Cod National Seashore and will take over Mid-November!!  

Mass. EPO’s–Officer Keith Connaughton Did Attend Via Zoom and Submitted the Following Report: 

·  Sandwich district is currently vacant, but anticipate it being filled shortly. Some new Hires incoming and hitting the field so expect movement, I am transferring off Cape and heading to the Hingham Area on the Cape we have 1Lt, 1 Sgt. & 2 Officers. 
· Officers have been busy checking archery and pheasant hunters.
· Following up on complaints of hunting over bait and reports of stolen tree stands. 
· On Martha's Vineyard, district Sgt. is following up complaints of road hunting at night. 

· Assisting with JBCC Paraplegic, Youth Deer hunt and Archery hunts. 
· Had violation during Youth hunt of hunter shooting a deer on the road.  Hunter cited, tree stand and shotgun seized. 

· Lobster case: Fishing over 800 trap limit. Scuttled traps at bottom of Cape Cod Bay. Using side scan sonar and ROV to locate gear.

· Also conducting boat patrols to locate recreational lobster gear in CCB after 11/15 gear closure.

· Officers responding to illegal OHV complaints.  Recent incident of two dirt bikes and ATV trespassing at Crane into JBCC.  When encountered by an officer, ATV hit the rear of EPO cruiser trying to flee. Jumped off ATV and fled on the back of one of the dirt bikes. Investigation on-going. 
Comments from League Delegates: Thanked Officer Connaughton for attending and indicated the Dog Walkers at Crain and Sandwich Game Farm seem to be getting better. Officer Connaughton Thanked the League for having him and indicated any and all feedback from the field was welcome!!

 
Officer Keith Connaughton Massachusetts Environmental Police
251 Causeway Street Boston Massachusetts
(857)354-0554 
Mass State Council of Sportsmen (MSC)-Meeting  on  Nov 5th via Zoom : 

Next Fisheries & Wildlife Board Meeting: Will be Nov. 15th, this will be a hybrid meeting at 1PM, Governance Meeting at 9:30AM  

Legislation:  H4139 passed,  its rumored the Senate will have it’s own Bill coming out in January! All bills that pertain to sportsmen can be found on the MSC Web under Legislative Documents- MSC 2023-2024 Watch List!! 

Super Raffle: The Council will have the Raffle Tickets for this Raffle to distribute at it’s next meeting on Dec. 3rd which Stanley will attend & pickup our box!! 

Banquet:April 13, 2024 at the Tuttle Post in Auburn MA, they are still waiting on confirmation from the venue, they don’t have a calender for 2024 yet! 

Marine Fisheries : No Recreational updates, Plenty on the commercial side!! 
Hunter Ed :   Working group meeting Oct. 30th 11AM Zoom!  There was an open survey done over the summer. 

DFW Board: Next meeting of the DFW Board of Governors and Regular Business Meeting will be Nov. 15th and you can attend in Westborough Division Headquarters or watch it on Zoom! Hunter Ed working group to give there Final Report at this meeting!!  

2024 Sportsman Show Scheduale: N.E. Fishing Expo (Royal Plaza Trade Center Marlboro MA) Feb. 2-4,

Standish Sportsman & Gun Show (Standish Sportsman’s Club E. Bridgewater MA) Feb. 10-11 (This is the show we run the Table for the Council & could use volunteers for), Big E Sportsman’s Show (Springfield MA) Feb. 23-25 

New Business: Help for the 2024 shows will be needed, Please consider coming for a few hours!! Sasha Dyer member of 7 person DFW Board is interested in the use of Tracking Dogs to recover Deer. The Council discussed this issue a few years ago & John be will forwarding our information we have from that time to her. She is planning on bring this up-to the DFW Board in the future!  

The next meeting of MSC is on  Dec. 3rd :    This meeting will be in-person at the Century Sportsman's Club in Auburn MA. Unfortunately I will not be able to attend, Stanley will be attending & if anyone would also like to attend you can contact Stanley or myself for Directions!! 

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting Nov 1st via Zoom

Legislation -  We need to sync up with GOAL on their Bills also Wayne has been establishing a cross-link on the MCA Web Site to the MSC Website for the Watch List.!  

Finances: Treasures Report Approved as Read.  

 A New Fund Raising Raffle:  Will be kicked off at the West Springfield Sportsmen Show at the Booth February 24,  looking for additional donations and final confirmation  to man MCA Tables on some weekends at Cabala's & Bass Pro.  

Guest Speaker: Mr. Brian Arrigo (New DCR Commissioner) Commissioner Arrigo spoke on several topics pertaining to DCR Property among them included the possibility of partnering with the Hunting Community for some possible special property hunts & the possibility of  Camp Cachalot at Myles Standish becoming a Permanent Home for the Jr. Conservation Camp in the future. He did confirm that some of the Old Camp Buildings unfortunately where in such bad shape that they had become a Liability and had to be demolished at this time but that did not take the Camp out of contention for consideration to become the future home of the Jr. Conservation Camp. 

Lobbying Fund:   Still excepting donations for any future expenses so continue to spread the word the individual Sportsperson can go to the following link and donate by Credit Card whatever they can no matter how small or big it is all needed: 

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer they can send a check:  

Make the Check Out to the: Worcester County League, and in the notes indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund. 

Mail It to: Worcester County League 

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA. 01583  

MCA Website :  https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go on there you will see a calender that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list:  If you go to the website you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulation and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (Address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep Information).

Legislation: Happy to announce Rep. Peter Durant won the special Election to replace Sen. Ann Gobi’s vacant position (This is a big Win for us). MCA & State Council very busy trying to keep up with many anti-bills!!   

The next meeting of MCA is on Nov 29th 8PM By Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee - 

 Still Need Fund Raising Ideas To Continue To Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $6000 in the fund, spending $1100 for a camper this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee to work this, contact them with any of your ideas!! 

The committee did have a meeting and are looking at a possible Fund Raising Raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More to follow soon, hopefully we can get it together! 

Old Business  

Unleashed Dogs at WMA’s:  As indicated above things are getting much better at Crain! We Still Need To Keep Calling The EPO Radio Room each & every time we see a Violation of any kind including Unleashed Dogs, ATV & Trail Bikes etc. We need those calls logged in the more the better it will get someone’s attention!!    

 Rabies program:  Charlie report so far so good No Positive cases in Barnstable!!  

Clothing: Charlie has purchased BCL Logo Hat’s and only has 2 left For Sale at $20ea. Lets see how these sell before we order T-Shirts & Sweat Shirts!! 

CCNS Pheasant Program: With this program  discontinuing after this season we need to stay on top of the possibility of stocking Quail in the area!! The present policy of the Seashore Personal is Totally Not Acceptable!!

HD4420 Signs: We still have signs available for the League see Mike if you need any for your organization!! We have decided to keep them up, individuals can change the numbers to reflect the new H4139 if they would like but just having the sign up is still creating a lot of questions! Its unbelievable how many people have no idea what is going on so the more we can spread the word the better!! 

HD2771: Is Legislation that was  mentioned last month that would put a 36% Excess Tax on all Gun & Ammunition sales with the money collected to go to add Gun Buy Back Programs. The league has responded to the committee that is hearing this ridiculous piece of Legislation obviously Negatively! We are optimistic this will go no where but we will keep our eye on it!!  

H2019 & S3109:  Are two pieces of Legislation that will have adverse affect on our Sporting Dog owners specially our Beagle Sportsman! Once again we do not believe this will go any where but we will keep our eyes on it also!!

New Business:

Cranberry Country Longbeards: Delegate Brain Malone made a presentation of a Plaque of Appreciation from the NWTF Chapter to Mr. Marc Cohen owner of the unfortunately now closed Powder-Horn Outfitters, for the many years of support & dedication to the Federation, Sportsmen & Women! (Brain will present the Plague to Marc at his home at a later date) 

Gear for Green Horns: Brain Malone indicated this program has been going well and is very well accepted & appreciated by many first time Sportsmen/women! If anyone would like to donate any used but good Sporting Equipment or Clothes just contact him or the League and arraignments will be made to pick them up!!   

MCA  Raffle League Donation: Mike requested a motion to purchases 50Cal Black Powder Rifle to Donate to the MCA for there raffle! Motion made second and passed unanimously!   

 For the Good of the Order:   Nov. 17th Midway Trap & Skeet Club Annual Gun Raffle at the Club House 5PM (See a Member for tickets or come to the raffle on the 17th), Nov. 17th Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club Trap Turkey Shoot 10AM, Nov. 17th Falmouth Skeet Club Lucky Bird Turkey Shoot 9AM,  Nov, 19th The Bird Dog Club of Cape Cod will be holding a field trial at the Crain WMA and releasing 75 Quail. All are welcome Parking Lot #1, 7AM till the last Dog is done!!   

Next meeting: No Meeting in December Unless Needed & Called By The Executive Board,  Next BCL meeting will be held on January 25th  at The Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club (Dump Rd. Off of Rt. 28 North in Monument Beach MA.)  Social hour at 6:30 PM, Dinner at 7:00 PM, and meeting to follow.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 9:30PM.

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 

John Mawhinney   e-mail: john_mawhinney@comcast.net 




